
 

Book & selection rational overview for Art   
  Autumn Spring Summer 

KS1 Cycle A   

Reason for book 
selection  

Chosen to explore the history of art. The 
book is a conversation between David 

Hockney and the author of the book Martin 
Gayford. The topic is ‘Explorers’ and the 

artist focus is David Hockney, with a 
particular focus on landscapes.  

Chosen to explore Jackson Pollock’s style 
of art and the techniques he used. The 

book is a portrayal of the artist’s life and 
is a picture book biography. The topic is 
‘London’s Burning’ Pollock’s technique of 

painting is used to create a fiery sky.  

Chosen to look at Picasso’s style of art with 
a focus on portraits – the story is based on 

a shy girl who is Picasso’s neighbour, 
Picasso creates drawings, paintings and 

sculptures of her. The topic is ‘Paddington’s 
Travels’ children will create a self-portrait 

for a passport.  
Cycle B The Three Little Pigs (Sculpture – straw, 

wood, bricks). 
  

Reason for book 
selection 

 

Chosen to explore sculpture with different 
materials (straw, wood, bricks). The topic is 
‘Traditional tales’ which links directly to the 
book chosen, also the artist focus is Andy 

Goldsworthy who creates natural 
sculptures. 

Chosen to explore Antoni Gaudi’s art 
work, a fictional story visiting the city of 
Barcelona and looking at the architect’s 
work. The topic is ‘Wonderful World’ the 
children create a mixed media outcome.  

Chosen to look at Van Gogh’s famous 
painting. The topic is ‘How does your 

garden grow?’ and the children create a 
replica of the sunflower painting using 

water colours.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=HRQs6wr8&id=081D7F12CA6E5644E85584837684353919D9E34B&thid=OIP.HRQs6wr8PlAC7r0q50mnKgHaEK&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fi.ytimg.com%2fvi%2fg4Ts8IlDG54%2fmaxresdefault.jpg&exph=720&expw=1280&q=david+hockney+a+history+of+pictures&simid=608016705144228914&selectedIndex=2&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=CzmmY8VT&id=8005801F5FF292072B16CEF2AFC939C4BD456C9A&thid=OIP.CzmmY8VT78R74Z7qgvkezQAAAA&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.phaidon.com%2fresource%2ffour%2f9780714879086-620a.jpg&exph=300&expw=300&q=splashed+paint+and+wasnt+sorry+book&simid=608031716020913069&selectedIndex=0&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ZvenXGWC&id=98CC982DC3963E51076727AFF0C197F2DA994076&thid=OIP.ZvenXGWCgRUDkIbCNdbOswHaJW&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fprodimage.images-bn.com%2fpimages%2f9780764138539_p0_v1_s1200x630.jpg&exph=600&expw=475&q=picasso+and+the+girl+with+a+ponytail+book&simid=608025350897143733&selectedIndex=1&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=3SWQGdBZ&id=81021F984B955F2DC6494EA86594951B7F89AEE8&thid=OIP.3SWQGdBZBGb6O7aiDVzJ-AHaGv&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fd20eq91zdmkqd.cloudfront.net%2fassets%2fimages%2fbook%2flarge%2f9781%2f4083%2f9781408332443.jpg&exph=364&expw=400&q=van+gogh+reading+books+katie+and+the+sunflowers&simid=608023267832956261&selectedIndex=2&adlt=stri
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=hAZW2U3r&id=237F1B8BF3B19FF16F630008892982FDB3703E9C&thid=OIP.hAZW2U3r3dws3La67gXN8gAAAA&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.editorialjuventud.es%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2018%2f09%2f3986.jpg&exph=450&expw=348&q=a+stroll+with+Mr+Gaudi&simid=608020793908136363&selectedIndex=0&adlt=strict


LKS2 Cycle A 

 

  

Reason for book 
selection 

Chosen to learn about Georgia O’Keeffe’s 
work and how she demonstrated her 
feelings through paintings that were 

inspired by nature. The topic is ‘Stone Age 
to Iron Age’ and children create an 

observational drawing of an animal skull.   

Chosen to explore William Morris’ 
wallpaper and textile designs making links 
to the topic ‘Ancient Greeks’ and the use of 

repeating geometric patterns.  

Chosen to explore Barbara Hepworth’s 
sculptures, and links to the topic ‘Local 

Area’. Children then produce a painting of 
a famous sculpture by Hepworth.  

Cycle B Roman Book Box – Rome Rise and Fall of 
an Empire 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reason for book 
selection 

Chosen to research the topic ‘Romans’ and 
look at famous Roman mosaics. Make links 

from this to Ed Chapman and his iconic 
mosaic portraits.  

Chosen to explore the work of Monet and 
his famous painting of the lily pond. 

Furthermore, to look at Monet’s style of 
impressionist painting. The topic is 

‘Window on the world’ and children create 
the lily pond painting using water colours.  

Chosen to learn about Rembrandt and his 
art. Also, the storyline highlights that art 

can be done by anyone as Rembrandt 
teaches his son. The topic is ‘Saxons’ and 

children create a portrait of an Anglo 
Saxon.   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=%2b9zf8gM6&id=9ABDE481C706AC5FD2B5D25003AF03F998A99B4A&thid=OIP.-9zf8gM6reJvrPgNp62LfAHaLW&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.usborne.com%2fimages%2fcovers%2feng%2fmax_covers%2fvisitors-guide-to-ancient-greece.jpg&exph=598&expw=390&q=a+visitors+guide+to+ancient+greece&simid=608030174134275769&selectedIndex=0&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=vQemj0YJ&id=E5FEFA80A646857D62A85F862C03AEAE5556279F&thid=OIP.vQemj0YJv2HW193j-fx9MQAAAA&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fi5.walmartimages.com%2fasr%2ffec53bbb-a62d-414c-83a7-f3e1755ad87d_1.30d5330cd82151e5c58c477f52214f4b.jpeg%3fodnHeight%3d450%26odnWidth%3d450%26odnBg%3dFFFFFF&exph=450&expw=450&q=Katie+and+thewaterlily+pond+book&simid=608036470564652078&selectedIndex=1&adlt=strict


UKS2 Cycle A 

  

 

Reason for book 
selection 

Chosen to explore Henry Moore’s War 
shelter drawings, linking to the topic 

‘Poppies, peace and power’ The book shows 
how Henry Moore’s art work was 

influenced by the war.  

Chosen to explore Hokusai’s famous wave 
print, linking to the topic ‘Natural 

Disasters’ The book introduces the artist 
and his portrayal of nature and 

transformation. The illustrations in the 
book recall Hokusai’s use of detail, 

perspective and colour.  

Chosen to explore Salvador Dali’s art work. 
The book gives children a realistic overview 

of Dali’s life and style of art, as well as 
engaging them with his actual works. The 

topic is ‘Space’ and the outcome is to create 
a planet landscape using Dali’s surrealism 

style.  
Cycle B    

Reason for book 
selection 

Chosen to explore the work of Leonardo Da 
Vinci and his famous portrait of the Mona 
Lisa. Also, to find out that his work was 

displayed in The Louvre museum.  

Chosen to research the artist Pablo Picasso 
and his styles of art. The book highlights 

how Picasso saw the world and translated 
it into art. It takes a look at his collages 
and sculptures which will used within the 

‘Egyptian’ topic to create a mask.  

Chosen to research Henri Rousseau’s story 
and how he became a painter. His art work 

links to the topic ‘Rainforests’ where 
children will create their own jungle scene 

using paint.  
The Great Kapok Tree is chosen to look at 

the illustrations of rainforests.  
 


