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Early Years Admissions policy

Pinders Primary School

Early Years Admissions policy 

The Governing Body is responsible for part-time admissions to the school’s Early Years Foundation Stage and agrees to follow the Early Years admissions policy set by Wakefield Local Authority.

The school has a 52 place nursery. Offering morning and afternoon sessions. Children can be admitted for 5 full mornings (15 hours) and 5 full afternoons (15 hours), this is known as the universal entitlement. In addition to the universal offer, the school can admit nursery children for a 30-hour option (extended entitlement).The extended entitlement allows parents to access up to a further 15 hours entitlement per week, should they meet the eligibility criteria.  
Admission Dates

A child can be admitted to nursery the term after their 3rd birthday.

The admission dates are:

	Three year olds born between
	Month of admission
	Term of admission

	1 April – 31 August
	September
	Autumn

	1 September – 31 December
	January
	Spring

	1 January – 31 March
	After Easter
	Summer


April born children will be admitted part-time in the following September and not after Easter, regardless of when Easter falls.
Admissions Criteria

If we receive more applications than places available then children will be admitted in the following order:

1. Children under special educational needs statutory assessment or with a statement of special educational needs (which names the school);

2. Children in public care;

3. Children who live in the school’s catchment area or parish area, who have brothers and sisters attending the school at the time of admission;

4. Other children who live in the school’s catchment area;

5. Children who live out of the school’s catchment area but have brothers or sisters in attendance at the school;

6. Other children by age order (eldest first).

Brothers and sisters are defined as children with brothers or sisters (including step-brothers or sisters residing at the same address) living at the same address, in attendance at the same school on the date of admission.

Where a category is over subscribed the children within that category will be admitted on an age order basis (eldest first).

Children who reside outside of the Wakefield District will be considered alongside all other children. 

Allocating Places

Parents/carers must contact the school directly when applying for a nursery place. The parent/carer will be asked to complete an application card. 

Places will be allocated for the following term in accordance with the above criteria the week before the half term holiday.
Any applications received after the specified date will only be considered once all other applications have been dealt with.

Following the allocation of places, all parents will be notified in writing. 

Following notification that a place is available, a child will be expected to take up the place within 2 weeks of the expected start date. If the child has not taken up the place after 2 weeks and a satisfactory explanation has not been provided to the Headteacher, then the offer of a place can be removed. 

If a child is refused a place then the parent/carer may appeal to a committee of governors. Governors will adhere to the EYFS Statutory Framework and will not admit children over their designated nursery number or earlier than the specified admission dates. Therefore, the only grounds for upholding an appeal will be where a parent can demonstrate that an error has been made by the school when processing the application. 

Parents will be notified that there is no guarantee that a child who is admitted to nursery will be admitted to the school full-time. Parents of children in nursery classes must complete the Local Authority’s Admissions Preference Form in order to request a full-time place in school. 
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