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Curriculum intent  

 

"Play is the highest form of research"
Albert Einstein   
 

At Pinders we value the importance of early year’s education and do not underestimate the impact that quality teaching in the Early Years can have on the future learning journey of our children. High expectations from the start help embed the school’s ethos and the school aims to equip children with the skills and abilities needed for them to achieve success at every stage in their education and life.  
 

We believe that all children should be celebrated, respected, valued and feel safe and secure. Our curriculum is designed to stimulate, motivate and engage children of all backgrounds and from different starting points. We deliver a curriculum that is shaped around the children and personalised with high quality learning experiences to make sense of the world around them.
 

Our learning environments are challenging and stimulating encouraging children to explore, predict, collaborate and take risks
Aims of our EYFS at Pinders Primary school:
· To celebrate and enthuse each child’s uniqueness and individuality.
· To create relationships that nurture, respect and value each other.
· To learn in a stimulating, inclusive environment that promotes challenge, curiosity, independence and the ability to develop pupil’s own thinking to make links and take risks in their learning.
· To acquire knowledge and skills that allow pupil’s to thrive as long life learners that prepare them for the next stage in their education and live in an ever changing modern society.
An introduction to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its’ own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years’ providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.

The Principles of the EYFS
Four guiding principles shape our practice in Foundation Stage. These are: 

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured; 

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships; 

• children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers; and 

• children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities.

The EYFS Curriculum – 7 areas of learning
The EYFS Curriculum at Pinders Primary School provides a high quality teaching program which promotes children's learning. 

During a child's time in Foundation Stage he or she will work towards achieving and, where appropriate, exceeding the "early learning goals", which is a statutory requirement for all 3, 4 and 5 year olds who attend an early years setting. The early learning goals set high expectations for the end of the foundation stage, but expectations that are achievable for many children. This will help to give children secure foundations on which future learning can be built.

The early learning goals are organised into the following 7 areas of learning and development:
· Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 
· Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 
· Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
· Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 
· Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 

· Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 

· Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities 

In planning children’s activities, we reflect on the different ways that children learn and use these in our practice. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’; 

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.
• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

Planning is fluid and allows necessary spontaneity to ensure that we support child interest and maximise children’s learning through encapsulating innovative methodologies in the classroom.

Children’s play reflects wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. Children learn

effectively from experiences they have initiated and by playing alongside peers. We plan an environment to reflect interests to inspire our young learners while also ensuring children have the opportunity to extend and practise key skills they have learned through direct teaching. Through observation, we assess children’s interests, stages of development and learning needs, before planning challenging, achievable activities and experiences to extend learning. The EYFS environment is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are areas where the children can be active, quiet, creative, and exploratory; the characteristics of learning are evident in these environments. The EYFS provision has defined learning areas, where children are able to find and locate equipment and resources independently in accordance with the set task/ challenge or learning provision. The EYFS provision has enclosed outdoor areas, and children are able to free-flow between the indoor and outdoor spaces with independence. We view outdoor play as an integral part of children’s development and plan activities and resources for both inside and outside play, enabling the children to develop in all areas of learning. 

Context of learning

Staff 

In EYFS there are 3 teachers – one with a responsibility for nursery and two with responsibilities for reception. The Early Years Leader, whose responsibilities include carrying out performance management for the Foundation Stage support staff and developing a yearly action plan based on careful analysis of Foundation Stage Profile data. We also have 1 experienced nursery nurse and 2 learning support assistants. All adults in our setting are a vital resource towards effective progress and sensitive observation, assessment and interaction will maximise learning. We appreciate that children develop rapidly and at different rates, our provision supports and extends knowledge, skills, understanding and confidence, overcoming any disadvantage, ensuring children feel secure and valued. The Key Person approach in Nursery works to enable appropriately close attachments between children and practitioners ensuring a sense of security, confidence and developing capability. 

Resources

Resources within the classroom are well organised, clearly visible and accessible to all children, helping to lead towards independence and the children taking responsibility for their own learning. Resources are of a high quality and are safe for the children to use independently. 
Most of the resources outside are stored in an outdoor container and are set up at the start of each day.
Inclusion
At Pinders Primary School we believe it is important to provide an Early Years education that aims to meet the individual needs of every child in our care. Children are made to feel safe and secure and are valued as individuals. Independence is fostered as are positive attitudes to learning and each child is encouraged to reach their full potential regardless of their ethnic and socio-economic background, race, gender or ability. 

The school SENDCO liases with the Early Years teachers. The children are carefully monitored to ensure that they make the best possible progress. Parents are regularly kept informed of their child's progress and are encouraged to support and help their child's learning.

Role of parents 

Parents are encouraged to take an active part in their child's education and are always welcome in our classroom. We strive to build good relationships with parents from first contact – usually at our pre-nursery club and at a home visit before they start nursery. We have stay and play sessions and many other events throughout the year to actively encourage parents to be involved in their child’s learning journey. We regularly keep parents up to date through our class webpages and twitter page, cloakroom notice boards, the Evidence Me platform etc. We are very lucky as our parents are very supportive of the school and we often have high attendance at events. We also have regular meetings with parents to discuss homework, reading books, general progress and targets.
Admissions 

We currently have a 52 place nursery. School organises the admissions to nursery – please see Early Years Admission Policy. When a place becomes available for a child a letter is normally sent out followed by an introductory meeting with the nursery class teacher. The family is then invited to visit the setting prior to the child being left at nursery. When a nursery child starts they usually just stay for 1 hour and this will gradually increase to 3 hours or the full day in the case of a 30 hour offer as the child settles in.

Admissions to reception are organised by the local authority. Usually when children are 4 they will receive a school preference form. School then receives a list of children who are due to start full time school (reception). The reception teacher will then invite these families to a meeting in school to discuss the changes involved in moving from nursery to reception (uniform, school dinners etc). 

The majority of our children move into reception from nursery so transition is exceptionally smooth for children and parents. We have 45 places in our reception class.
We have an EYFS prospectus which explains the admission process to parents.

Assessment 

We complete an on entry assessment for each child in the first 3 weeks of a child joining the setting (whether they are in nursery or reception), this provides us with information about what each child can do and is used to inform planning and to monitor progress. The assessment is carried out through play based activities, observations of the child playing and through conversations with parents. Throughout EYFS children are continuously assessed and tracked. We hold pupil progress meetings each term to analyse progress and to identify any children who need additional support or greater challenge.  
Regular observations are also made by all staff to ensure that each individual child's needs are being met and provided for. Staff also capture significant moments in a child’s learning by taking photos and making brief notes. All this evidence is collected and stored in an online program called Evidence Me. We encourage parents to regularly contribute to their child’s learning journey via the online system. 
In the final term of the reception year the EYFS Profile has to be completed for each child. The Profile provides parents and carers, practitioners and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1. The Profile reflects: ongoing observations; all relevant records held by the setting; discussions with parents and carers, and any other adults whom the teacher, parent or carer judged can offer a useful contribution.
