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Writing  Progression Document ð Instruction writing.  

 Early Learning  

Goals 

Year 1  

Expected  

Year 2  

Expected  

Year 3  

Expected  

Year 4  

Expected  

Year 5  

Expected  

Year 6  

Expected  

ARE 
 

Write simple 

sentences, 

which can be 

read by 

themselves & 

others.  

 

 

Use capital 

letters and full 

stops to 

demarcate 

sentences. 

 

 

Write clearly 

demarcated 

sentences. 

 

Use conjunctions to 

join sentences (e.g. 

so, but).  

 

Use appropriate 

spacing between 

words. 

 

Use correct 

formation of lower 

case ð finishing in 

right place.  

 

Use correct 

formation of capital 

letters.  

 

Use phonics 

knowledge to spell 

words. 

 

Bullet points to 

separate steps.  

Write using 

subordination (when, 

if, that, because) 

and co-ordination 

(or, and, but).  

 

Use commas in a list.  

 

Be able to write 

under headings/sub -

headings. 

 

Understand and use 

specific features of 

different genres.  

 

Write lower case 

letters correct in 

size/ relative t o one 

another.  

Imperative verbs 

have been used. 

 

Bullet points to 

separate steps.  

Steps are in 

chronological order.  

Use conjunctions 

(when, so, before, 

after, while, 

because). 

 

Use adverbs (e.g. 

then, next, soon).  

 

Use prepositions 

(e.g. before, after, 

during, in, because 

of).  

 

Write under 

headings and  

sub-headings. 

 

Group ideas into 

basic paragraphs.  

 

Write with 

increasing legibility, 

consistency and 

fluency.  

 

Handwriting must be 

neat and joined, 

Vary sentence 

structure, using 

different openers.  

 

Use commas to mark 

clauses. 

 

Write under 

headings and sub-

headings. 

 

Use paragraphs to 

organise ideas 

around a theme.  

 

Use connecting 

adverbs to link 

paragraphs. 

 

Write with 

increasing legibility, 

consistency and 

fluency. Handwriting 

must be neat, joined 

with letters formed 

accurately.  

 

Begin to adapt 

sentence structure 

to text type.  

 

Indicate degrees of 

possibility using 

adverbs (e.g. 

perhaps, surely) or 

modal verbs (e.g. 

might, should, will).  

 

Use the following to 

indicate 

parenthesis:  

brackets  dashes  

comma 

 

Link clauses in 

sentences using a 

range of 

subordinating and 

coordinating 

conjunctions.  

 

Link ideas across 

paragraphs using 

adverbials of time 

Use a sentence 

structure and layout 

matched to 

requirements of text 

type.  

 

Use semi-colon, colon 

or dash to mark the 

boundary between 

independent clauses. 

 

Use colon to 

introduce a list and 

semi colon within a 

list.  

 

Use correct 

punctuation of bullet 

points.  

 

Use full range of 

punctuation matched 

to requirements of 

text type.  
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Steps are in 

chronological order.  

 

Use time adverbials.  

 

Show evidence of 

diagonal and 

horizontal strokes 

to join handwriting.  

 

 

 

 

letters formed 

accurately.  

 

Imperative verbs 

have been used. 

 

Bullet points to 

separate steps.  

 

Steps are in 

chronological order.  

 

 

 

 

Steps are in 

chronological order.  

 

Imperative verbs 

have been used. 

 

Bullet points to 

separate steps.  

 

A concluding 

sentence to end the 

piece of writing.  

 

Be able to spell 

common words 

correctly.  

 

 

 

 

 

(e.g. later), place 

(e.g. nearby) and 

number (e.g. 

secondly). 

 

Organisational 

devices to structure 

writing.  

 

An introduction and 

a method are 

included to interest 

the reader.  

 

Steps are in 

chronological order.  

 

Imperative verbs 

have been used.  

 

A conclusion has 

been directed to 

the reader.  

 

Write legibly, 

fluently and with 

increasing speed. 

 

 

 

Write legibly, 

fluently and with 

increasing speed. 

 

Organisational 

devices to structure 

writing.  

 

An introduction and a 

method are included 

to interest the 

reader.  

 

Steps are in 

chronological order.  

 

Imperative verbs 

have been used.  

 

A conclusion has 

been directed to the 

reader.  

 

Accura te 

descriptions and 

technical vocabulary 

has been used.  

 

To ôproofõ read for 

spelling and errors in 

punctuation. Spell 

words correctly.  
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Pupil 

work 

Examples  
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Reception 
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 Year 1- Out of This World. 

Year 1 ARE 
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Year 1/2- Oz 

Year 1 ARE 
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Year 1/2- Oz 

Year 2 ARE 
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Year 2- Chocolate Factory 

Year 2 ARE the introductory paragraph is an optional addition to the writing; Year 2 ARE can be achieved without this.  
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Year 3- 5ǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ 5Ŝƴ 

Year 3 ARE 
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Year 3/4- Camelot 

Year 3 ARE 
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Year 3/4- Camelot  

Year 4 ARE 
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