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Writing Progression Document – Narrative writing. 

 Early Learning 

Goals 

Year 1 

Expected 

 

Year 2 

Expected 

Year 3 

Expected 

Year 4 

Expected 

Year 5 

Expected 

Year 6 

Expected 

ARE 

 

Write simple 

sentences, which 

can be read by 

themselves & 

others. 

 

 

Use capital 

letters and full 

stops to 

demarcate 

sentences. 

 

 

Have a story title. 

 

Include a clear 

beginning and build up 

in the narrative. 

 

Have a dilemma and a 

resolution. 

 

Include a clear ending 

to the narrative.  

 

Use adjectives to 

describe.  

 

Use and spell 

compound words e.g 

sunflower, cowboy.  

 

Use conjunction ‘and’ 

to link ideas and 

sentences.  

 

Use capital letters for 

names, places, days of 

the week and personal 

pronoun ‘I’. 

Have a story title. 

 

Include a clear 

beginning and build up 

in the narrative. 

 

Have a dilemma and a 

resolution. 

 

Include a clear ending 

to the narrative.  

 

Use some 

subordination (when, 

if, that, because) and 

co-ordination (or, and, 

but). 

 

Variety of sentence 

types such as 

statement, 

exclamation, 

commands and 

questions.  

 

Use expanded noun 

phrases for 

description and detail.  

 

Have a story title. 

 

Include a clear 

beginning and build up 

in the narrative. 

 

Have a dilemma and a 

resolution. 

 

Include a clear ending 

to the narrative.  

 

Include direct speech.  

 

Consistently use the 

correct tense.  

 

Use conjunctions to 

express time, place 

and cause (when, so, 

before, after, while, 

because). 

 

Use adverbs (e.g. then, 

next, soon). 

 

Use prepositions (e.g. 

before, after, during, 

in, because of). 

Have a story title. 

 

Include a clear 

beginning and build up 

in the narrative. 

 

Have a dilemma and a 

resolution. 

 

Include a clear ending 

to the narrative.  

 

Include direct speech.  

 

Select nouns or 

pronouns appropriately 

to aid cohesion.  

 

Use fronted 

adverbials followed by 

a comma.  

 

Use the necessary 

punctuation for direct 

speech and reporting 

clauses.  

Use possessive 

apostrophes 

Have a story title. 

 

Include a clear 

beginning and build up 

in the narrative. 

 

Have a dilemma and a 

resolution. 

 

Include a clear ending 

to the narrative.  

 

Use a dialogue to 

create atmosphere 

and move on action.  

 

Include questions to 

engage the reader.  

 

Begin to adapt 

sentence structure to 

text type. 

 

Build cohesion through 

linking words between 

sentences (adverbials).  

 

Indicate degrees of 

possibility using 

Have a story title. 

 

Include a clear 

beginning and build up 

in the narrative. 

 

Have a dilemma and a 

resolution. 

 

Include a clear ending 

to the narrative.  

 

Use a dialogue to 

create atmosphere and 

move on action.  

 

Include questions to 

engage the reader.  

 

Use a sentence 

structure and layout 

matched to 

requirements of text 

type. 

 

Organise paragraphs 

around a theme.  

 

https://twitter.com/pindersprimary


 

 Pinders Primary- Writing Progression Document- Narrative Writing- Spring 2020 

Ensure finger spaces 

are used between 

words.  

 

 

Use past or present 

tense correctly and 

consistently.  

 

Correctly spell some 

contracted words such 

as ‘can’t, don’t, won’t’. 

 

Use some joined 

handwriting.  

Ensure capital letters 

and lower case letters 

are correctly sized.  

 

Use inverted commas 

in direct speech.  

 

Create settings, 

characters and plot in 

writing.  

 

Group ideas into basic 

paragraphs. 

 

Write with increasing 

legibility, consistency 

and fluency.  

 

Handwriting must be 

neat and joined, 

letters formed 

accurately. 

accurately for plural 

possession.  

 

Vary sentence 

structure, using 

different openers. 

 

Use paragraphs to 

organise ideas around 

a theme. 

 

Use connecting 

adverbs to link 

paragraphs. 

 

Write with increasing 

legibility, consistency 

and fluency.  

 

Handwriting must be 

neat, joined with 

letters formed 

accurately. 

 

Be able to spell 

common words 

correctly. 

 

adverbs (e.g. perhaps, 

surely) or modal verbs 

(e.g. might, should, 

will). 

 

Use the following to 

indicate parenthesis:  

brackets  dashes  

comma 

 

Link clauses in 

sentences using a 

range of subordinating 

and coordinating 

conjunctions. 

 

Use brackets, commas, 

dashes to indicate 

parenthesis.  

 

Use commas to clarify 

meaning and avoid 

ambiguity. 

 

Write legibly, fluently 

and with increasing 

speed. 

Use adverbials to link 

between sentences and 

paragraphs.  

 

Use subordinating and 

coordinating 

conjunctions.  

 

Use semi-colon, colon or 

dash to mark the 

boundary between 

independent clauses. 

 

Use hyphens to create 

compound adjectives 

adding to description.  

 

Use brackets, commas, 

dashes to indicate 

parenthesis.  

 

Use full range of 

punctuation matched to 

requirements of text 

type. 

 

Write legibly, fluently 

and with increasing 

speed. 

 

To ‘proof’ read for 

spelling and errors in 

punctuation. Spell 

words correctly. 
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Pupil 

work 

Examples  
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EYFS 
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Year 1 
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Year 1 /2  
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Year 2 
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Year 3 
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Year 3 /4 
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Year 4 
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Year 5 
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Year 6 
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