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Progression through the early years

◦ C&L is assessed in English.

◦ Two areas- Listening, 
attention and 
understanding & Speaking 

◦ To reach ‘expected’, 
children must fit the majority 
of the statements. 

◦ If children are working 

below, you will be informed 
and we will work together to 
help support your child.  





Why is communication so important  

◦ Communication and language is 1 out of 3 prime areas in the Early years (the other 

two are Personal, Social & Emotional Development and Physical development. 

◦ It is the foundation and basis for all learning. If a child doesn’t achieve well in 

Communication and language, they will not achieve well in any of the other areas. 

◦ It is the first thing we target in Nursery and reception alongside PSED. 



Listening and Attention

First skills are children learn auditory attention, discrimination & memory  

➢ Reading engaging books 

➢ Bedtime stories 

➢ Listening games (in the environment/ animal sounds etc) 

➢ What made the sound? game (using instruments/ household objects)

➢ Memory games (missing object/ pairs game



Books to engage….



Understanding 

◦ Following instructions

➢ Practising ‘remembering’ - Sequential memory games (I went to the supermarket and I bought/ went to 
the zoo and I saw a…….) 

➢ Using time language at home ‘first, next, before, after, later.

oNouns, verbs and vocabulary

➢ Model using sentences and using the correct pronoun (he/ she). 

➢ Repeat what your child has said with the correct pronunciation/ grammar/ structure. 

➢ Concentrate on verbs (doing words) during play. For example, rather than saying ‘You have a blue bowl,’ 
say ‘you are mixing the eggs. 

➢ Follow the ShREC and ‘OWL’ (see next slide) approach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJSfZRtUMXk


◦ ‘OWL’ approach 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJAgWdYM_og


Speech 

◦ By Reception, your child should be able to say most sounds and words correctly and 

clearly. 

◦ Seek help from doctor/ school who can/ may refer you to a speech and language 

therapist. 

◦ Model the sound or speech and repeat what child has said to them (do not make 

them repeat it back)

◦ Clap out the syllables of a word

◦ Drop in sessions you can discus concerns with a qualified speech and language 

therapist. They will give you advice and next steps. 



Impact of Technology 
◦ An Australian study found that Screen time robs average toddler of hearing 1,000 words spoken by adult 

a day, study finds

◦ The study found the average three-year-old in the study was exposed to two hours and 52 minutes of 
screen time a day. Researchers estimated this led to those children being exposed to 1,139 fewer adult 
words, 843 fewer child words and 194 fewer conversations.

◦ Children should avoid screen time between 1-3 hours before going to bed

◦ Parent- child interaction 

https://www.facebook.com/thefatheringproject/videos/this-is-powerful-we-live-in-a-world-where-technology-is-unavoidable-and-has-beco/1009397283677718/



