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History Skills Progression

	
	Early Years
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Chronological Understanding

	Talk briefly about past events at home e.g. ‘yesterday’

They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events.

Talk about brief differences in the past. For example, they can find out about the childhood of their grandparents.


	Beginning to have an awareness of time.

Starting to put events and people in order relating to time.

Beginning to have an awareness of past and future.
	Place events onto a timeline.

Understand that time passes in years.

Understand the difference between events that happened in the distant past e.g. The Great Fire of London and events that happened in the recent past e.g. A family party at the weekend.


	Understand that a timeline can be divided into BC and AD.

Use a timeline to place historical events in chronological order.

Describe eras and order significant events from the period studied.  

Ordering events within the period.


	Use a timeline to place historical events in chronological order using dates.

Place certain eras on a timeline showing understanding of BC and AD.

Identifying the main changes within the period of History.
  
Chronological understanding is focused within the period studied.

Ordering events across periods.

 
	Identify and describe change and continuity  within and across historical periods.

Begin to understand how some historical events occurred concurrently in different locations i.e. 
Ancient Egypt and Prehistoric Britain. 





 
	Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between shot and long term time scales.



	
	To recall and recount significant past and present events of their own lives and think about how things have changed within their lifetime.Range and Depth of Historical Knowledge

	To recall and recount events from before their living memory and discuss past and present events in their lives, and the lives of others. 

Talk about why some things might be different in the past. 

	To recount and understand the main events from a significant time in history.

Look at evidence to explain reasons why people in the past may have acted as they did.


	To show knowledge and understanding of some of the main events, people and changes during time period studied.  

Use evidence to describe lives of people and communities from the past, and compare this with our life today. 

Beginning to identify the causes and consequences of people’s actions. 
	To show knowledge and understanding by describing features of past societies and periods, and offer a reasonable explanation for some of these. 

Describe similarities and differences between people, events and artefacts studied across periods.

Describe how some events of the past influence life today. 
	To begin to examine the wider causes and consequences of significant historical events, and the impact this had on others. 

Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another time period e.g. economic, religious, social, cultural, political and military.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]To examine the wider short and long term causes and consequences of significant historical events, and the impact this had on others. 

To find out beliefs, behaviours and characteristics of people, recognising that not everybody shared the same views, and compare these with that of another period. 















	
	Identify similarities and differences.

Know that information can be retrieved from books, the internet and people.
Historical Enquiry and Interpretation

Begin to ask and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in response to stories or events.




	Sort artefacts, photographs and facts using the terminology
“then”  “now” ‘new’ and ‘old’

Use a source to find out about a period to describe differences between then and now.

Ask questions about how they are similar or different to each other.

Using stories to encourage children to distinguish between fact and fiction.
	Compare small details from a range of artefacts, photographs and facts.

Use a range of sources to find out about a period to describe differences between then and now.
 
Be aware of other peoples’ (and key individuals) opinions and values. 

Express thoughts and feelings about different people and events in the past.







	Recognise when a source is a primary source.


Explore alternative points of view in history and compare different versions of the same story.

Undertake guided online learning to research.











	Recognise the difference between primary and secondary sources.

Understand that there is often not a single answer to historical questions.

Begin to suggest sources to answer questions.

Use online learning to research independently.




	Use a range of primary and secondary sources to build up a picture of the past and  evaluate their usefulness. 

Understand that some sources of evidence are more reliable than others.

Understand different ways the past has been represented and why there are different versions of the past.

Understand the limitations of online learning.

Using relevant sources to select appropriate evidence to answer questions.

	Check the reliability of different sources of evidence by cross referencing.

Suggest relevant sources to select appropriate evidence to answer questions. 







