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1. Vision and Purpose
At Pinders Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that every child has the opportunity to develop as a confident, creative and expressive musician. We recognise that music is a universal language which brings people together and plays an important role in children's personal development, wellbeing and cultural understanding. Our curriculum enables children to explore, create, perform and appreciate music while developing a lifelong love of musical participation.
We teach music through a carefully planned curriculum which incorporates the Musical Futures Primary Pathway alongside wider musical experiences. Through high-quality teaching and practical music-making opportunities, we aim to ensure that all children develop musical knowledge, skills and understanding regardless of their starting points, background or additional needs. The curriculum supports children in developing confidence, resilience, creativity, communication and teamwork.
This policy outlines the school's approach to the teaching of music and reflects our commitment to high expectations, inclusion and excellent outcomes for all pupils.


2. Aims

Develop children's musical knowledge, skills and understanding.
• Foster enjoyment and appreciation of music in all its forms.
• Develop listening, performing, composing and improvising skills.
• Enable children to sing confidently and accurately.
• Encourage creativity, self-expression and independent thinking.
• Develop teamwork, resilience and confidence through collaborative musical experiences.
• Introduce children to a wide range of musical styles, traditions, cultures and musicians.
• Support the development of communication, concentration and memory through musical activities.
• Build children's confidence as performers and composers.
• Prepare pupils for successful participation in musical opportunities beyond primary school.


3. Curriculum Intent

At Pinders Primary School, we believe that every child can become a musician. Music is at the heart of our curriculum and school community. We provide engaging and inclusive opportunities which allow children to experience music through listening, singing, playing instruments, composing, improvising and performing.
Our curriculum is carefully designed to develop the knowledge and skills set out in the National Curriculum whilst promoting creativity and enjoyment. Through Musical Futures Primary Pathway projects and wider curriculum provision, children develop a secure understanding of pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure. They learn to apply this knowledge through practical music-making and performance.
Children explore a wide range of musical genres, traditions and cultures. They learn about significant musicians, composers and performers from different time periods and backgrounds. Through these experiences children develop their cultural capital and appreciation of the diverse musical world around them.
Music contributes significantly to children's personal development and wellbeing. It provides opportunities for self-expression, emotional development and collaborative learning whilst fostering a lifelong appreciation of music.

At Pinders Primary School, we value music as an essential part of a broad and balanced curriculum. By the time children leave us, we want them to:
• Listen critically and respond thoughtfully to music.
• Sing and play with increasing confidence, fluency and expression.
• Compose, improvise and perform independently and collaboratively.
• Understand key musical vocabulary and concepts.
• Appreciate the contribution of music across different cultures and traditions.
• See themselves as musicians with the confidence to continue musical participation throughout their lives.
Because we believe teaching music is so important, we have a Music Leader who drives the music curriculum within our school. This person supports staff, develops provision and monitors the quality and impact of music teaching across the school.


4. Teaching and Learning

We teach music through weekly music lessons which progressively develop children's musical knowledge and skills.
Children learn to:
• Listen to and evaluate music.
• Sing accurately and expressively.
• Play tuned and untuned instruments.
• Develop pulse and rhythm.
• Explore pitch and melody.
• Compose and improvise.
• Work collaboratively as part of an ensemble.
• Perform confidently to an audience.
Lessons are practical, engaging and inclusive, allowing all pupils to participate successfully and make progress.

The Musical Futures scheme supports our curriculum by providing practical and engaging opportunities for children to learn through active music-making.
Children participate in activities including:
• Body percussion.
• Rhythm games.
• Chair drumming.
• Vocal work and singing projects.
• Ensemble performances.
• Tuned and untuned percussion activities.
• Ukulele and instrumental work where appropriate.
• Composition and improvisation projects.
Children develop musicianship through performing together, listening carefully and responding to others. A strong emphasis is placed on collaboration, creativity and enjoyment.

Singing
Singing plays a central role within our music curriculum and wider school life.
Children are taught to:
• Sing with increasing accuracy and confidence.
• Maintain a steady pulse.
• Perform as part of a group.
• Develop breath control and vocal technique.
• Sing songs from different genres, traditions and cultures.
Children sing regularly in lessons, assemblies, celebrations and performances.

Listening and Appraising
Children are exposed to a wide variety of music throughout their time at Pinders Primary School.
They learn to:
• Listen attentively.
• Identify musical features.
• Express opinions about music.
• Compare and contrast different styles.
• Recognise instruments and voices.
• Develop appropriate musical vocabulary.
Listening activities support children in becoming thoughtful and knowledgeable musicians.

Composition and Improvisation
Children are provided with regular opportunities to create and develop their own musical ideas.
Through composition and improvisation activities they learn to:
• Explore sounds and musical patterns.
• Create rhythmic and melodic ideas.
• Record musical thinking in appropriate ways.
• Refine and improve compositions.
• Perform original musical work.
Composition encourages creativity, independence and problem-solving skills.

Performance Opportunities
Children are provided with regular opportunities to perform.
These include:
• Class performances.
• Assemblies.
• Celebration events.
• Community performances.
• School productions.
• Musical showcases.
Performance opportunities help children develop confidence, resilience, teamwork and pride in their achievements.

We value music highly and work hard to create a culture where musical participation is celebrated.
• Music is integrated into the wider life of the school.
• Children are encouraged to perform and share their learning.
• Assemblies celebrate significant musicians and musical achievements.
• A wide range of musical genres and cultures is represented throughout the curriculum.
• Musical success is recognised and celebrated both in and out of school.
• Children are encouraged to develop a lifelong love of music.


5. Inclusion

All pupils are entitled to access high-quality music teaching regardless of age, background, SEND or EAL needs.
Teachers adapt activities, resources and support to ensure all pupils can participate successfully.
Additional scaffolding and appropriate challenge are provided where necessary to ensure every child can achieve success and make progress.
Music provides valuable opportunities for communication, confidence-building and self-expression for all learners.


6. Assessment

Assessment is used to monitor progress and ensure that all children develop the knowledge, skills and understanding expected within the music curriculum.
Assessment for Learning
Assessment is used:
• During lessons through observation and discussion.
• To identify misconceptions and address them immediately.
• To assess children's application of musical knowledge and skills.
• To inform future planning and teaching.
• To support pupils in improving their performance and compositions.
Summative Assessment
Summative assessment is used:
• At key points throughout the academic year.
• To evaluate individual progress.
• To identify strengths and next steps.
• To monitor attainment across year groups.
• To inform subject leader monitoring and curriculum development.

Performance Assessment
Children are assessed through:
• Singing activities.
• Instrumental performance.
• Ensemble participation.
• Listening and appraisal work.
• Composition outcomes.
• Improvisation activities.
• Participation and engagement.
Assessment information is used by teachers, subject leaders and senior leaders to ensure progression and maintain high standards.


7. Monitoring and Evaluation

The Music Leader monitors:
• Teaching and learning.
• Curriculum implementation.
• Pupil outcomes.
• Assessment information.
• Curriculum coverage.
• Musical opportunities across school.
Monitoring activities may include:
• Lesson observations.
• Learning walks.
• Pupil discussions.
• Staff discussions.
• Work scrutiny.
Findings are used to inform future development priorities and maintain high-quality provision.


8. Leadership and Management

The Music Leader is responsible for:
• Leading music across school.
• Supporting and developing staff.
• Monitoring standards and provision.
• Maintaining curriculum progression.
• Organising resources.
• Promoting musical opportunities.
• Developing enrichment opportunities and performance experiences.
The Senior Leadership Team works alongside the Music Leader to ensure music remains a valued and effective part of the curriculum.


9. Resources

The school provides:
• A range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments.
• Musical Futures Primary Pathway resources.
• Singing resources.
• Audio and listening materials.
• Curriculum planning materials.
• Technology to support music teaching.
• Opportunities to access wider musical experiences and performances.
Resources are reviewed regularly to ensure they support high-quality teaching and learning.


10. Safeguarding

All provision is delivered in accordance with the school's safeguarding policies. 
Appropriate supervision and risk assessments are in place where required for performances, visitors and enrichment activities.


11. Equal Opportunities

All pupils have equal access to high-quality music teaching and learning opportunities.
The curriculum reflects and celebrates diversity through exposure to a wide range of musical traditions, cultures, genres and musicians.
We are committed to ensuring every child can participate, achieve success and develop confidence as a musician.


12. Review of Policy

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Phonics Subject Leader and Senior Leadership Team to ensure compliance with current educational guidance and the needs of the school.

Policy Reviewed: __________________

Phonics Leader: __________________

Headteacher: __________________

Chair of Governors: __________________

Next Review Date: __________________
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