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Music Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge


Substantive knowledge: knowing about music
This is the musical content pupils need to know, remember and recognise. It includes:
Pulse and rhythm: a steady beat and patterns of long and short sounds.
Pitch and melody: higher and lower sounds and ordered patterns of pitch.
Tempo, dynamics and articulation: how speed, volume and the manner of playing shape musical effect.
Timbre, texture and structure: sound quality, musical layers and the organisation of musical ideas.
Notation: increasingly sophisticated ways of representing sound.
Instrumental and vocal knowledge: names, sound qualities and basic techniques.
Style, genre and context: knowledge of a broad range of music, musicians and musical traditions.

Disciplinary knowledge: knowing how to be a musician

This is how pupils apply their musical knowledge when:

Listening and appraising: attending closely, identifying features and explaining musical choices with suitable vocabulary.
Performing: singing or playing with control, accuracy, fluency, expression and awareness of others.
Composing and improvising: generating, selecting, organising and refining musical ideas for a purpose.
Rehearsing and refining: identifying what needs to improve, responding to feedback and making musical adjustments.
Using notation: reading, following, creating and adapting representations of music.
Working as an ensemble: maintaining a part and pulse, listening across the group and responding musically.




How substantive and disciplinary knowledge work together
Pupils learn musical concepts most securely when they hear them, name them and then use them musically.
	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary application

	A pulse is a steady beat.
	Maintain the pulse while singing, moving or playing with others.

	Rhythm is a pattern of long and short sounds.
	Copy, read, create and perform rhythmic patterns.

	Pitch can move higher or lower.
	Sing or play melodic patterns accurately and create short melodies.

	Dynamics describe degrees of loudness.
	Control volume deliberately to create contrast and expression.

	Texture describes musical layers.
	Hold an independent part and combine it with other parts.

	Structure organises musical ideas.
	Recognise sections and organise a composition into a coherent form.

	Notation represents sound.
	Use symbols or staff notation to remember, communicate and perform music.



Musical Futures
	Pathway emphasis
	Substantive knowledge
	Disciplinary knowledge

	Rhythm and pulse
	Pulse, rhythm, metre, note values and rhythmic notation.
	Internalise pulse; imitate, read, create and combine rhythmic patterns.

	Listening
	Musical elements, vocabulary, instruments, styles and repertoire.
	Listen closely; identify features; compare music; describe and justify responses.

	Composition and improvisation
	Ways musical ideas can be patterned, repeated, contrasted and structured.
	Generate ideas; improvise; select and organise sounds; revise compositions.

	Performance
	Vocal/instrumental technique, musical signs and ensemble conventions.
	Sing/play accurately; keep a part; rehearse; respond to others; perform to an audience.

	Instrument projects
	Instrument layout, sound production, note/chord patterns and technique.
	Coordinate actions; follow patterns; change notes/chords and play in time.

	Band and ensemble projects
	Roles within an ensemble and how musical parts fit together.
	Collaborate; start and finish together; maintain a part; rehearse and refine.




What this looks like in a lesson
Retrieve: Listen, sing, move or play while recalling previous vocabulary, patterns and techniques.
Knowledge is explicit: Name and model the new musical idea, for example pulse, dynamics, chord or ostinato.
Apply practically: Use the concept through singing, body percussion, instrumental playing, improvisation or composition.
Rehearse and refine: Repeat, listen, identify an improvement and adjust the musical outcome.
Perform, listen and articulate: Share the outcome and explain musical decisions using relevant vocabulary.

Assessment
Assessment should check whether pupils remember important musical knowledge and whether they can use that knowledge in music-making. Knowing a definition is not the same as being able to demonstrate the concept musically.
	Substantive check
	Disciplinary check

	Can the pupil name or recognise the feature?
	Can the pupil demonstrate it through singing or playing?

	Can the pupil recall key vocabulary and prior learning?
	Can the pupil apply prior learning in a new musical context?

	Can the pupil explain a notation symbol or musical term?
	Can the pupil use notation to support performance or composition?

	Can the pupil recognise instruments, styles or features heard?
	Can the pupil listen, compare, justify choices and improve?

	Can the pupil describe how a piece is organised?
	Can the pupil organise and refine their own musical ideas?





Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge
The tables below show how substantive knowledge (what pupils know about music) and disciplinary knowledge (how pupils think and work as musicians) develop across the school. Musical elements are used as the rows so progression can be seen clearly from Early Years to Upper Key Stage 2.

	Substantive Knowledge

	Musical element
	Early Years
	Key Stage 1
	Lower Key Stage 2
	Upper Key Stage 2

	Pulse and Rhythm
	Know that music has a steady pulse or beat. Know that rhythm is a pattern of long and short sounds. Know that voices, bodies and instruments can make rhythms.
	Know the difference between pulse and rhythm. Know that a steady pulse can continue while rhythms change. Know that rhythms can include different durations of sound and silence.
	Know that rhythmic patterns can be layered over a shared pulse. Know that different rhythmic parts can have different roles within an ensemble.
	Know that rhythmic complexity can be created through layering, repetition and contrasting parts. Know that metre and rhythmic patterns help organise music.

	Pitch and Melody
	Know that sounds can be high or low. Know that songs contain different pitches and that simple pitch patterns can be copied.
	Know that pitch describes how high or low a sound is. Know that a melody is a sequence of pitches and that melodic patterns can repeat.
	Know that melodies can move by step, repeat or make larger leaps. Know that pitch and rhythm can be represented through notation.
	Know that melodic shape, pitch patterns and rhythmic notation combine to form increasingly complex melodies. Know that notation communicates musical ideas to performers.

	Tempo
	Know that music can be fast or slow and that the speed of music can change.
	Know that tempo means the speed of music. Know that different tempos can help represent movement, characters or ideas.
	Know that tempo is an expressive musical choice and can be changed deliberately within a performance or composition.
	Know that tempo choices affect style, character and ensemble performance and can be used deliberately to shape musical expression.

	Dynamics
	Know that sounds can be loud or quiet and that music can change between loud and quiet sounds.
	Know that dynamics describe the volume of music. Know that changes in dynamics can help communicate an idea, character or story.
	Know that dynamics can be controlled and combined with other musical elements to shape expression and improve ensemble balance.
	Know that dynamic contrast and balance between parts influence the overall impact and clarity of a performance or composition.

	Timbre
	Know that voices, objects and instruments have different sound qualities. Know that instruments make sounds in different ways, such as shaking, striking, tapping and scraping.
	Know that timbre describes the particular quality of a sound. Know that different timbres can be selected to represent ideas and create contrasts.
	Know that instrumental technique affects timbre and that contrasting sound qualities can be combined deliberately within music.
	Know that timbre contributes to musical style, texture and expression and can be selected purposefully when arranging, performing and composing.

	Structure
	Know that sounds can be repeated and organised into a simple order. Know that music can have a beginning, middle and end.
	Know that music can be organised into sections and repeated patterns. Know that repetition helps give music structure.
	Know that musical ideas can be ordered, repeated, contrasted and developed to create a coherent composition.
	Know that composers and performers organise and develop musical ideas deliberately to create coherent larger structures.

	Texture and Ensemble
	Know that music can be made alone or with others. Know that musicians need to listen to each other when performing together.
	Know that musical parts can happen together. Know that performers need to listen and keep together as an ensemble.
	Know that texture describes how musical parts are combined. Know that different ensemble parts can have different roles.
	Know that texture can be changed by layering, removing or contrasting parts. Know that balance and independence between parts affect ensemble quality.

	Harmony and Chords
	Begin to know that more than one sound can happen at the same time.
	Experience sounds and pitched parts played together and recognise when one part accompanies another.
	Know that chords contain notes sounded together. Know that chord patterns can accompany songs and melodies.
	Know that chord progressions create harmonic accompaniment and that harmony interacts with melody, rhythm and texture within an arrangement.

	Voice and Singing
	Know that the voice can sing, speak, chant and make sound effects. Know that voices can make high and low sounds.
	Know that singing involves matching pitch, following a pulse and using the voice expressively.
	Know that vocal and instrumental performances require control of pitch, rhythm, articulation and dynamics.
	Know that voices can perform melody, rhythm and harmony. Know that independent vocal parts combine to create different textures.

	Composition and Improvisation
	Know that sounds can be chosen, combined and repeated to make music. Know that music can represent an idea, character or story.
	Know that simple musical ideas can be created and organised using rhythm, pitch, dynamics and structure.
	Know that compositions are deliberately organised. Know that ideas can be generated, selected, developed and refined.
	Know that effective compositions make purposeful use of musical elements and structure and can be evaluated and refined to improve the intended effect.

	Notation
	Begin to understand that marks, pictures or symbols can represent sounds.
	Know that simple symbols and patterns can represent a sequence of musical sounds and rhythms.
	Know that written notation can represent pitch and rhythm and support accurate instrumental performance.
	Know that increasingly complex rhythmic and pitch notation communicates musical ideas and supports independent rehearsal and performance.

	Musical Expression and Identity
	Know that music can sound different and can represent ideas, characters, events and stories.
	Know that musical choices such as tempo, dynamics, pitch and timbre change the character of a piece.
	Know that people use music to communicate ideas and express themselves and that performers and composers make deliberate musical choices.
	Know that musical identity, style and expression are shaped by deliberate choices in performance, arrangement and composition.




	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Musical element
	Early Years
	Key Stage 1
	Lower Key Stage 2
	Upper Key Stage 2

	Pulse and Rhythm
	Feel and respond to a steady pulse through movement. Clap, tap or play a beat. Copy and create simple rhythms.
	Maintain a steady pulse, distinguish pulse from rhythm and copy, create and combine simple rhythmic patterns using voice, body percussion and instruments.
	Maintain an independent rhythmic part, perform layered rhythms and respond accurately to ensemble cues.
	Sustain more complex rhythmic parts against contrasting parts, maintain a groove and coordinate accurately within an ensemble.

	Pitch and Melody
	Explore high and low sounds. Copy simple sung or played pitch patterns.
	Recognise high and low pitch, copy and perform short melodies and create simple melodic patterns.
	Read, copy, rehearse and perform increasingly complex melodic patterns using tuned percussion or recorder. Develop melodic ideas through repetition and variation.
	Decode notation, rehearse and perform increasingly complex melodies accurately and fluently, shaping phrases through controlled technique.

	Tempo
	Move and play in response to fast and slow music.
	Recognise, describe and perform changes in tempo and select an appropriate tempo for an idea or movement.
	Control tempo in performance and composition and maintain a chosen tempo with others.
	Make purposeful tempo choices, maintain tempo securely in ensemble performance and respond accurately to deliberate tempo changes.

	Dynamics
	Respond to and create loud and quiet sounds.
	Control loud and quiet playing and use dynamic contrasts to communicate an idea or story.
	Vary dynamics deliberately and listen across an ensemble to improve balance and expression.
	Control dynamic range, balance individual parts within an ensemble and refine dynamics to shape the overall performance.

	Timbre
	Explore how voices, objects and percussion instruments make different sounds.
	Identify, compare and select timbres and use appropriate techniques when playing percussion instruments.
	Select instrumental techniques and timbres purposefully to suit a musical idea and control sound production with increasing accuracy.
	Manipulate timbre through controlled vocal and instrumental techniques and make purposeful choices when arranging, performing and composing.

	Structure
	Repeat sounds and organise simple musical ideas into an order.
	Recognise repeated sections and arrange simple musical ideas into a clear structure.
	Generate, select, organise and refine musical material using repetition and contrast.
	Develop, organise and refine musical ideas into coherent structures and evaluate whether the structure achieves the intended effect.

	Texture and Ensemble
	Start and stop together, listen to others and join in with group music making.
	Maintain a simple part in a group, listen to others and adjust timing to stay together.
	Maintain an independent part, listen across the ensemble and adjust timing and dynamics in response to others.
	Rehearse collaboratively, sustain independent parts and adjust balance, timing and texture to improve the ensemble performance.

	Harmony and Chords
	Explore sounding notes or voices together.
	Experience simple accompaniments and combine pitched sounds with a melody or song.
	Form simple ukulele chord shapes, change between chords and accompany a song or melody with a steady pulse.
	Perform increasingly fluent chord progressions and coordinate harmonic accompaniment with singing or other instrumental parts.

	Voice and Singing
	Join in with songs, rhymes and chants. Explore speaking, chanting, singing and vocal sound effects.
	Sing familiar songs with increasing pitch accuracy, keep a steady pulse and use the voice expressively.
	Perform vocal or instrumental phrases with control of pitch, rhythm, articulation and dynamics.
	Sing with increasing pitch accuracy and control, maintain an independent vocal part and manage breathing, articulation and dynamics.

	Composition and Improvisation
	Improvise sounds and create short patterns using voices, bodies and instruments. Choose sounds for an idea or story.
	Create, organise and perform simple musical ideas and make choices about rhythm, pitch, dynamics and structure.
	Improvise, generate, select, organise, rehearse and refine musical ideas to create a coherent composition.
	Compose deliberately using a range of musical elements, evaluate the effectiveness of musical choices and refine work in response.

	Notation
	Follow simple visual cues, pictures or symbols to support music making.
	Follow simple graphic or pictorial representations of rhythmic and melodic patterns.
	Read and use pitch and rhythm notation to support tuned percussion and recorder performance.
	Interpret increasingly complex notation independently and use it to rehearse, improve and communicate musical ideas.

	Musical Expression and Identity
	Listen and respond to music through movement, words, pictures and sound choices.
	Talk about music using simple musical vocabulary and explain choices made in performance or composition.
	Listen critically, discuss musical choices and perform or compose music to communicate an intended idea.
	Analyse and compare musical choices, justify expressive decisions and apply them purposefully in performance, arrangement and composition.
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